BALLOT

across the Atlantic to all heads of States messages calling
upon them to live at peace as good neighbours should ; and
an American journalist, Mr. Clarence K. Streit, disillu-
sioned by some years of reporting the League's activities,
put forward a proposal for a federation of democracies,1
which, according to Sir Norman Angell, Mr. Lionel Curtis
and others, marked a milestone in history, and which left
a small deposit in the shape of an organisation called
Federal Union, with an office and officers and headed note-
paper, one among many such. Like a jig-saw puzzle, pieces
signifying victory were fitted together in the expectation
that they would signify peace; and when the pattern was
completed, and all who abhorred war were ready to rejoice,
still it signified victory.
Among pacifists, there was much heart-searching, pro-
ductive, as heart-searching usually is, of debates, lectures,
loud-speaker vans, processions, books, letters to newspaper
editors, symposiums, banners, and protracted fireside talk,
as well as, surprisingly, some heroic machine-gun units;
'the pacifists from the English universities make excellent
machine-gunners', a Manchester Guardian special corre-
spondent reported from Spain. Belief in the desirability
of disarmament did not expire with the Disarmament
Conference; nor was hope in the League utterly dashed by
its failure to prevent Japan's conquest of Manchuria and
Italy's of Abyssinia. A cripple in a wheeled chair usually
to be found outside meetings with a Leftwards tendency,
shrilly declaiming: 'Penny No More War! Penny No More
War!9 continued to put in an appearance and to declaim.
The League of Nations Union went on increasing its mem-
bership, later impressing politicians by organising a Peace
Ballot in which eleven millions voted that they were opposed
to war2 and in favour of collective security. In the same way,
1 See Unwn Now by Clarence K. Streit.
1 'You Shall Decide Peace or War*, a poster used by the organisers of the
Ballot announced. The questions put were: (i) Should Great Britain remain
a member of the League of Nations? (2) Are you in favour of an all-round
reduction of armaments by international agreements? (3) Are you in
fevour of an all-round abolition of national, military and naval aircraft
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